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The interview with defector Maj. Roger Miranda became known to the Nicaraguan government
after The Washington Post requested interviews with Defense Minister Humberto Ortega and
Interior Minister Tomas Borge to obtain their responses to allegations against them. The Defense
Ministry asked for written questions, which it then refused to answer. Dec. 11: Defense Ministry
spokesperson Maj. Rosa Pasos, speaking on behalf of Ortega, said that the government believes
Miranda is suffering from "emotional maladjustment" and that "we don't need to give any
explanation about all the crazy things he could have stated." Pasos added that Sandinista officials
had questioned Miranda's mother after his defection and quoted her as saying that she fears her
son "might even commit suicide." In the US, Democratic congressional aides noted Dec. 11 that
Miranda's interview with reporters was arranged by aides to Assistant Secretary of State Elliott
Abrams, a chief proponent of the contra program. An aide to House Speaker Jim Wright quoted
by the New York Times said, "I'm sure the people eager to continue the war will find (Miranda)
useful...But I don't think it will have any significant impact." Democratic aides said that more
important than Miranda's allegations are Soviet General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev's apparent
support for the peace process and his possible willingness to reach an agreement with the United
States on reducing Soviet military commitment to Nicaragua. The Soviet leader reportedly told
Reagan that any arms cutback is contingent on the continuation of the Central American peace
process and a termination of US aid to the contras. Dec. 12: Sandinista newspaper Barricada
reported that Miranda had been presented to US journalists with the intention starting a "campaign
of calumnies" to influence a new vote on contra aid. Dec. 14: President Daniel Ortega told reporters
in Managua that his brother was incorrect in saying such a military buildup would occur because it
was only a proposal. He said that if the regional peace plan is successful, there would be no reason
to try and implement the contingency plan. White House spokesperson Marlin Fitzwater said the
US government will issue a formal complaint to the Soviet Union about alleged plans for a buildup
of the Nicaraguan military. He said the US would express its concern to the Soviet Union and
ask about assertions by the defector, Maj. Roger Miranda, that Moscow intends to increase arms
shipments to Nicaragua and base advanced MiG-21 fighter aircraft there. Fitzwater said that the
"introduction of MIGs and other advanced kinds of hardware, we think is clearly destabilizing and a
threat to the other countries in the region." Miranda's statements that the Sandinista government is
planning a massive military buildup with Soviet help were presented by the Reagan administration
as evidence of the need for Congress to provide new contra aid. Miranda was presented for
private meetings with several legislators of both parties to repeat his charges. State Department
spokesperson Phyllis Oakley said, "We hope that these revelations will have a strong impact. Those
who have favored aid to the democratic resistance in the past on the grounds that the Sandinistas
are trying to subvert democratic government and are, with the help of the Soviet Union, building
up a military force of unprecedented strength, will not be surprised by these revelations. Those who
remain unconvinced must consider the testimony of a former high-ranking Sandinista official."
National security adviser Lt. Gen. Colin Powell also met with several membes of Congress over the
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administration's proposal for more contra aid. House Speaker Jim Wright was quoted by the New
York Times as saying that charges regarding Nicaragua's intent to put as many as 600,000 men under
arms by 1990 was a "preposterous" idea, but that it would help efforts to renew contra aid. "The
Sandinistas have had a history of snatching defeat from the jaws of victory." Sen. Pete Domenici
(R-NM) said: "I was very proud of the Sandinistas over the weekend. They made it very easy for
us." Rep. Vic Fazio (D-Calif.) said the Miranda disclosures would make the administration's task
easier. House Republican leader Robert H. Michel (R-Ill.), said the disclosures meant that Congress
would have to consider whether President Ortega ever meant to comply with the Central American
peace plan. Miranda could not pass a lie detector test administered by US intelligence agencies.
Administration sources admitted that "some of it (his information) wasn't adding up." (Basic data
from New York Times, 12/12/87, 12/13/87, 12/15/87; Washington Post, 12/12/87; 12/15/87)
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